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the permanent home of thousands who 
lacked running water, had no paved 
roads and no jobs that offered a way to 
escape poverty. Even worse, most resi-
dents had little hope for a better future 
for themselves or for their children. 

In 1982, Mrs. Anaya joined with other 
people of faith to found Valley Inter-
faith, a nonprofit coalition of over 40 
churches that, with the work of lead 
organizer Elizabeth Valdez, has now ex-
panded to represent some 60,000 Valley 
families. Valley Interfaith leaders al-
ready knew how to cultivate fields, but 
together they learned how to cultivate 
hope and justice. For more than two 
decades, they have put their faith into 
action to help the impoverished help 
themselves and to hold elected officials 
accountable at all levels of govern-
ment. 

With the very active and the very 
vocal participation of Mrs. Anaya, Val-
ley Interfaith brought clean drinking 
water to over 160,000 residents of 
colonias like Las Milpas; secured living 
wage ordinances and raised the salaries 
of thousands; and, with a new job train-
ing program, have found jobs for an-
other 1,500. 

Above all, through her work with 
Valley Interfaith, Mrs. Anaya inspired 
her neighbors to believe in themselves, 
in their communities, and in their abil-
ity to bring about change. Those once 
isolated and frustrated are now an or-
ganized voice with the ability to de-
mand justice. 

Last Monday, I visited with the 
Anaya family at their home in Las 
Milpas shortly after the celebration of 
a funeral mass in the Parish of Santa 
Cabrini at which Ernesto Cortez, Jr., 
who continues to provide the leader-
ship for a network of groups like Val-
ley Interfaith, spoke of her leadership 
and tenacity in a eulogy. Mrs. Anaya 
loved her church at which she attended 
choir practice twice a week. At the ro-
sary, Ofelia de los Santos, a friend 
through whom I got to know Mrs. 
Anaya, spoke of her involvement of her 
church in the quest for social justice. 

St. Frances or Santa Cabrini, as she 
is known in the Valley, is a saint who 
is the patroness of immigrants. And it 
was Carmen Anaya, an immigrant to 
our Nation, who spread the gospel 
through her words and deeds. Her ex-
ample is particularly significant in the 
course of the ongoing national debate 
about immigration. Because two farm 
workers came across the Rio Grande to 
do hot, hard, demanding work, America 
has gained not only from their labors 
but from their six children: 

José, Jr., who operated the family 
store, now works for the city of Pharr. 

Diana and Consuelo each provide 
leadership for our country’s future as 
public school principals. 

Minerva, or Minnie, a retired U.S. 
Air Force lieutenant colonel, is now a 
homebuilder with her husband, retired 
Green Beret colonel, Chris St. John. 

Eduardo, Eddie, an attorney and cer-
tified public accountant, has the only 
law office in Las Milpas. 

Linda, a nurse, is an administrator at 
Cornerstone Regional Hospital. 

The life of service of any one child 
would be enough to make a parent 
proud. But think how much our coun-
try gains and continues to gain from 
the service of each of these six chil-
dren. Her life and her children say 
more about family values than a thou-
sand speeches from the floor of this 
Congress. And in the ongoing national 
debate about immigration, we should 
reflect on her legacy. Mexican immi-
grants like Carmen and José Anaya 
have offered much to their adopted 
land. America is the stronger for their 
presence. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MURPHY) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
Monsignor Francis J. Maniscalco, Di-

rector of Communications, United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington, D.C., offered the following 
prayer: 

‘‘The Lord takes delight in His peo-
ple.’’ 

How important it is for us to know 
that You, our Maker, take delight in 
us; to know that all that exists came 
from You in a joy of creation that goes 
beyond what we can imagine; to know 
that amidst all the glories made by 
Your hand, it is the human race that 
You made in Your own image. 

We are called to answer Your delight 
with delight of our own: delight in 
praising Your name when we begin our 
day and when we end it; delight in call-
ing to mind that You are with us 
throughout the day; delight in dedi-
cating what we say and do to Your 
glory; delight in serving our sisters and 
brothers in the human family and in 
loving them as we love ourselves; and 
when this earthly life at last comes to 
an end, delight in living in Your pres-
ence forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PENCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

FREEDOM IS WINNING IN IRAQ 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end with the news of the adoption of a 
new government in Iraq, the silence 
was deafening. You could hear a pin 
drop among the critics of U.S. policy in 
Iraq. 

But there it was. Prime Minister al- 
Maliki kept his word. He named 39 cab-
inet ministers, each of whom was ap-
proved by more than 90 percent of the 
275-member elected Iraqi Parliament, 
the first government of Iraq formed 
since the toppling of Saddam Hussein. 

May God bless Prime Minister al- 
Maliki and all those brave ministers in 
his new government; for despite what 
you read, despite some of what you see, 
freedom is winning in Iraq and this new 
government’s formation stands for that 
truth. 

f 

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, raped for 
more than an hour, sometimes by two 
gang members at once, they cried out 
for help. Tortured by six gang mem-
bers, they begged for their lives. 

As those gangsters strangled them 
with a belt, they clutched at it, hoping 
for air. The murderers, holding each 
end of the belt, pulled so hard, the belt 
snapped in two. Just to make sure that 
14-year-old Jennifer Ertman and 16- 
year-old Elizabeth Pena were dead, the 
six gang members stomped on their 
necks with their boots. 

Five of the killers were sentenced to 
death by separate Texas juries. Today, 
13 years later, Elizabeth’s parents and 
Jennifer Ertman’s parents wait for jus-
tice and sob, wait for executions that 
were stayed. 

The Supreme Court believes partici-
pating in a brutal gang rape and mur-
der just months before your 18th birth-
day makes you too young for the death 
penalty, so two sentences were com-
muted. Now the others have had their 
executions stayed by the same arro-
gant, elitist judges, who wonder if le-
thal injection is cruel and unusual pun-
ishment. 

Mr. Speaker, maybe not today, 
maybe not the next day, but some day, 
judges will treat victims with the same 
concern and compassion that they 
treat barbarians. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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